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all the signatures on that paper are null and void. The
signatures have to be collected within six months, or they
are not counted in the total.

The demand when ready is sent in to the Federal Council.
They examine it and lay it before the Assembly at the
next session, with their report on the subject, dealing with
both the form and the matter of the demand. The As-
sembly must decide upon its attitude within a year. If the
proposal be by general motion, they decide whether they
agree with the proposal, in which case they can practically
take their own time in framing the law; or they may decide
against the petition, and consult the people as to. whether a
revision in this sense shall be undertaken. If the answer
be in the affirmative they proceed to draft the law. All
they are bound to do, however, is to determine on one
course or another within a year. If the formulated initia-
tive be used, they have to decide within a year whether
they will accept or reject the popular law, or whether they
will present a counter proposal. If they decide on a counter
proposal, it has to be ready within the year. The for-
mulated initiative is therefore more expeditious, and it also
ensures that the Assembly does not misinterpret the wishes
of the people.

The organisation of the voting in the case of the Federal
Assembly presenting a counter project, gave rise to a great
deal of discussion. The Federal Council proposed to sub-
mit the two schemes to the popular vote, and then have a
second voting, in which the proposal which obtained the
majority should be submitted as opposed to the status quo.
Another system proposed was that three questions should
be stamped on the voting papers : (i) Is there any neces-
sity for a revision ? (2) If so, do you approve the proposal
of the initiants ? (3) Do you approve the proposal of the
Assembly 1l The proposal finally adopted was that of the

1 These proposals are discussed by M. Jacques Berney, I/'Initiative
populaire, p. 19.